Stephen Decatur High School Yearbook Syllabus – Spring 2010
Mrs. Maureen Brittingham 

Expectations:  All students are to put forth their best effort in the following areas:  journalistic writing, graphic design, photography, page design, and ad sales.

Week 1:

· Expectations overview, paperwork signed, class supplies:1gb pin drive, pen 

· Introductory Writing assignment

· Survey of other school’s yearbooks

· Yearbook vocabulary taught with reinforcement from survey of other yearbooks discussion – student ideas from survey
· Revision of Introductory writing-reinforce journalistic writing-hook/lead, formality-no im slang, incorporate 3 quotes, answering the 5Ws & H, switch from first person to third, closing, discuss headlines, subheadline ideas from content of writing * use model of good writing from past yearbook*
· *Pictures that match the content of the Intro. writing will be gathered by students, put on pin drive and brought to class for use in InDesign instruction-due on day #2 of week #2
Week 2:

· Introduce Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Introduce InDesign program and its many functions-use models & LCD projector-allow time on computers for discovery of how this program works
· Graded Picture deadline - Students design YOU page-use revised Intro writing will be used on this page as body copy

· Teach lesson on captions after pictures have been placed

· YOU page deadline on Friday

Week 3:
· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Peer Review of YOU pages

· Revision of YOU pages – final grade assigned

· Lesson on proper picture selection-dominant, visual hierarchy, action, bleeds, quality, action toward gutter, knowing your players

· Winter sports assignment-page to be finished –

· read folder started by last semester students-get to know your sport,

begin choosing photos and placing on page based on your knowledge of best players from reading folder
· Continue photo placement of sports pictures
· Reinforcement of design and use of headlines and subheadlines as related to the sports page-graphic element, play on words, color, size, details 

Week 4:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Editors graded deadline - for best pictures placed
· Lesson on captions reinforced for sports- do not restate the obvious-5Ws &H-great details and quotes

· Lesson on interviews and getting good quotes

· Quotable Quotes bulletin board activity

· Teach lesson on Sportswriting-Chapter 7 journalism book

Week 5:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Interview questions created

· Do end of season winter sports interviews of players and coaches

· Finish coach and player interviews

· Create captions for all pictures using quotes and info. from interviews

· Graded caption deadline

Week 6:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Lesson on incorporating quotes into stories

· Revise and finish body copy/story based on interviews-minimum of 3 quotes in story

· Graded body copy deadline

· Peer Review of all winter sports pages

· Make corrections and revisions

Week 7:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Final Submission sheet-completed and given to editors

· Graded editor review of all winter sports pages

· Make corrections as directed

· FINAL SPORTS PAGES DUE-final grade assigned-200 points

Week 8:

· Spring ad sales campaign

· Presenting YOU-lesson on ad selling & professionalism

· Editors DVD-how to sell ads

· Brainstorm for new leads-sell two-may sell during school

· Ad sales period-by appointment OR

Selling senior ads-Blake

Week 9:

· Complete spring ad sales 

· Collect money, art, finalize sales

· Graded sales participation-either business or senior ads

Week 10:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Spring sports assignments-folders set up-print out schedules
· Acclimate to sport by reading articles-find more articles, print

· Lesson on photography and camera use
· Attend at least one of your team’s games/meets and shoot photos

· Graded photography deadline set

· Expectations/goals interview questions created

Week 11:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Perform player interviews-gather great quotes

· Finish player interviews

· Sport in progress activity-graded
· Graded photo deadline

· Place your best photos in template

Week 12:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Consult with editors on picture selections
· Finalize picture selections yours vs. Lifetouch shots

· Write captions

· Design headline and subheadlines

Week 13:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Continue working on pictures, captions, headline, subheadline
· Finalize all aspects of page except body copy

Week 14:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Create end of the season questions for interviews

· Perform wrap up interviews with players and coaches

· Finish interviews

· Update team folder from viewmyschedule.com scores

· Chronological action in sports worksheet-graded
· Begin writing process – hook/lead, at least three great quotes

Week 15:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Continue writing process-follow chronological sheet to write body, closing-final proofing
· Peer Review of writing – make revisions
Week 16:

· Daily Spark writing warm ups – weekly grade-25 pts.
· Final submission checklist for entire page

· Graded review by editors

· Revisions and corrections

· FINAL Spring Sports Page DUE-200 points 
Week 17:

· Seniors are gone-juniors begin planning for next year’s book

· Theme lesson

· Survey other yearbooks for them ideas

· New editors take over

· create theme boards and pitch ideas to class

· Decide on next year’s theme

Week 18:

· Review proofs of pages as they come in and make corrections

· Finish all proofing and revisions for 2010 book

Week 19:

· New editors design ad sales training materials

· Plan summer ad sales meeting

· Invite fall 2010 students to overview meeting 5th period

· Editors-motivate staff to get excited about next year’s book

Week 20:

· Plan for summer workshop at JMU

· Finalize plans for summer ad sales date in August

· Organize files and editors prep for next fall’s kickoff

· Plan and organize Yearbook Distribution Party in September

